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Somber goodbyes

Strapping on a cause
It’s a rare spectacle that
offers political activism, family entertainment and strap-on
phallic symbols, yet New
York’s Missile Dick Chicks do
just that, bringing their performances to the Times
Square sidewalk every week.

A group of three or four costumed women go out every
Thursday night to do choreographed renditions of pop
songs that would make Weird
Al Yankovic proud.
To the tune of “That’s What
I Want,” they sing “Peace and
harmony sound good to me...
But they won’t power my new
S.U.V.... It needs some oil,
that’s what it wants... That’s
what it wants. Yeah! That’s
what it wants!”
Other songs in their repertoire pay similar homage to
America’s
oil-dependent
economy and the war in Iraq.
When asked by confused
onlookers, the Missile Dick
Chicks respond that they are
from Crawford, Tx., and are

singing to support President
George W. Bush, a local boy
from Crawford. Sometimes
the women are ignored, but
often a large crowd gathers to
watch the dancing and admire
the Wonder-Woman-meetsfetish-model costumes.
Whether or not the crowd
appreciates the irony of the
songs is another question.
“I think they’re creepy and
scary, and you can quote me
on that,” said Patti Burn, a
tourist from Kansas City
watching the performance last
Thursday.
“It’s funny and very amusing,” said New Yorker Amy
Guttman, “but if they’re trying to change anyone’s opinion of the war or of Bush then
it’s not happening.”
The Missile Dick Chicks
insist they are not trying to
change anyone’s opinion, only
to make a point and force people to think about bigger
issues as they take in the theater, restaurants and shopping
around Times Square.
“Our missile dicks are not
subtle, just like the bombs
America drops on other countries are not subtle,” said

The recent deaths of New
Jersey National Guard members killed in Iraq hung
heavily over the farewell for
members of 50th Main
Support Battalion now headed to the conflict zone.

(JUSTIN ROCKET SILVERMAN)
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As a N.J. Batallion heads to Iraq,
thoughts of death worry families

The Missile Dick Chicks perform their politically-motivated renditions
every Thursday night in Times Square.

Bubbles Bomblovah. All of
the women have character
names they use while in costume.
While the Missile Dick
Chicks clearly enjoy their
Thursday performances, and
other shows they do at political fundraisers and art galleries, the women are very
serious about their anti-war
message. During the winter
months they performed in
subway stations and other

public spaces, often to loud
ridicule.
But perhaps their greatest
skill is in ignoring the common curses and insults of
passers-by. Last Thursday a
man in a business suit with a
briefcase in one hand and a
cigarette in the other yelled
over their song, “Bomb them
all, bomb them all to hell!”
The Missile Dick Chicks
did not miss a beat, and continued their rendition of the
Doors, “Show us the way to
the next oil field… Oh, don’t
ask why… Oh, don’t ask why...
For if we don’t find the next
oil field... our profits will run
dry... our profits will run dry.”
Complete lyrics are available
on
www.misiledickchicks.net.

Residents clapped and
waved flags along the road as
the convoy pulled out of the
Teaneck
Armory
early
Saturday, a day after military
officials announced two fellow New Jersey National
Guard members had died in
an ambush in Baghdad.
Later that day officials
announced that two more
members had been killed in a
second attack, bringing the
total to four dead.
The New Jersey National
Guard’s first deaths since the
war began in Iraq more than a
year ago weighed on the
minds of families saying their
goodbyes.
The men and women of the
50th head to Fort Dix for
training, then to Kuwait and
finally to Iraq. It will be more
than 18 months before the
battalion returns home.
Capt. Alan Mellen, administrative officer for the battalion, told The Record of
Bergen County that the soldiers learned about the first
two dead New Jersey guardsmen in a special meeting
Friday
night.
Spc.

Christopher M. Duffy, 26, of
Brick Township, died in an
attack that also claimed the
life of Sgt. Frank Carvill, 51,
of Carlstadt, officials said.
Three other New Jerseyans
were injured in that attack.
Though neither man was
based at the Teaneck Armory,
Mellen said the mood of his
unit was somber.
“This is the first time that
this unit is being deployed,
and it is the first time that a
unit from this armory is being
deployed since it was built in
1936,” Mellen told The
Record.
The 200 battalion members
repair trucks, drive soldiers,
program missile guidance
systems, set up small field
hospitals, and coordinate
other support services. They
range in age from early 20s to
mid-50s.
JoAnne DeSena of Tenafly
came with her five children
to send off her husband, Sgt.
Daniel DeSena.
“It’s a hard day,” she told
The Record. “And I’m proud
of all of them.”
She stood with Ann Teta of
Ridgefield Park, whose husband, Specialist Frank Teta,
is in the unit also.
“We’re gonna all pull
together,” DeSena said as she
hugged a member of the Red
Cross Crossroads chapter.”
(AP)

North Jerseyans
fear traffic, not
terror attack: poll
HACKENSACK, N.J. — A
new poll of north Jerseyans
found that residents are more
worried about everyday issues
like property taxes and traffic
than they are about another
terrorist attack.
Only 43% of the more than
1,000 residents surveyed
were worried about a potential attack, The Sunday
Record of Bergen County
reported.
The survey was conducted
over two weeks in midMarch, and the terrorist
bombings of commuter trains
in Madrid, Spain, happened
during the polling.
Only 40% feared an attack
in the foreseeable future,
while 44% said they were not.
Sixteen percent said they
were unsure. However, 55%
of those surveyed said the
security measures implemented after the 9/11 terrorist attacks have made them
feel safer from another attack.
The poll’s margin of error
was plus or minus 3%.
(AP)

